44                           Dr. Hill.
Johnson answered, that he was an ingenious man, but had no veracity ; and immediately mentioned, as an instance of it, an assertion of that writer, that he had seen objects magni. fied to a much greater degree by using three or four microscopes at a time, than by using one. ' Now, (added Johnson,) every one acquainted with microscopes knows, that the more of them he looks through, the less the object will appear.' ' Why, (replied the King,) this is not only telling an untruth, but telling it clumsily ; for, if that be the case, every one who can look through a microscope will be able to detect him1.'
' I now, (said Johnson to his friends, when relating what had passed,) began to consider that I was depreciating this man in the estimation of his Sovereign, and thought it was time for me to say something that might be more favour-able.' He added, therefore, that Dr. Hill was, notwithstanding, a very curious observer ; and if he would have been contented to tell the world no more than he knew, he might have been a very considerable man, and needed not to have recourse to such mean expedients to raise his reputation3,
The King then talked of literary journals, mentioned particularly the Journal des Savans, and asked Johnson if it was
Knows any one so well — sure no one knows — At once to play, prescribe, compound, compose ?'
Churchill's Poems, i. 6. In the Gent. Mag. xxii. 568, it is stated that he had acted pantomime, tragedy and comedy, and had been damned in all.
1  Mr. Croker quotes Bishop Elrington, who says, ' Dr. Johnson was unjust to Hill, and showed that he did not understand the subject.' Croker's Boswell, p. 1 86.
2  D'Israeli (Curiosities of Literatiire, ed. 1834, i. 201) says that 'Hill, once when he fell sick, owned to a friend that he had over-fatigued himself with writing seven works at once, one of which was on architecture and another on cookery.'   D'Israeli adds that Hill contracted to translate a Dutch work on insects for fifty guineas.   As he was ignorant of the language, he bargained with another translator for twenty-five guineas.    This  man, who was equally ignorant, rebar-gained with a third, who perfectly understood his original, for twelve guineas.
welly list, Actor, Inspector, Doctor, Botanist?
